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A Warm Welcome, and a Heartfelt Thank Youl!

We extend a warm welcome to our new Medical Director, Dr. Robert Raspa, MD. Dr. Raspa
graduated from West Virginia University and completed a Family Medicine Residency at the
Naval Hospital Pensacola. After serving 21 years in the Navy, where he attained the rank of
Captain and directed the Family Medicine Residency at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, he worked at
St. Vincent’'s Medical Center in Jacksonville for 16 years. Dr. Raspa now works part time for the
Emergency Resources Group and online with MyCatholicDoctor.com. He has provided a broad
scope of care including maternity, newborn, child, adult, and geriatric care in ambulatory and
hospital environments. He is a Creighton NaPro Technology Consultant and provides natural
family planning care. Dr. Raspa has delivered over 1000 babies!

As we welcome Dr. Raspa, we also bid a fond farewell to Dr. Edward Schelonka, who retired
earlier this year. A Family Medicine Specialist, Dr. Schelonka was our Medical Advisor for
many years, working tirelessly to support our efforts to help abortion-vulnerable women
choose life for their babies. Dr. Schelonka is the recipient of this year's Women’s Help Center
Guardian Angel for Life award, in recognition for his many years of guidance and service to
our ministry. Thank you, Dr Schelonka. Your work has made the world a better place. We will
miss seeing you in our centers, and wish you all the best during your well-deserved
retirement!
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“Abortion is an intrinsic evil, meaning that it is never permitted or morally justified, regardless of individual
circumstances or intentions.” USCCB, September 2020

Over 2,000 children are killed by abortion
every day in the United States

‘This election is the most important one
in our lifetime.” | have heard this
phrase every voting cycle for as long
as | can remember. While every
election is important, there is
something about the upcoming one
that may truly make it the most
important election in our lifetime. A line
has been drawn in the sand, a line
between life and death.

Abortion supporters try to equate
abortion with healthcare. They purport
that an unborn child is actually not a
child and is therefore not entitled to
any rights under the law. With science
now ascertaining that life begins at
conception, there can be no argument
to the fact that abortion is the murder
of a defenseless unborn child.

World-renowned embryologist Keith L.
Moore affirms in his book, The
Developing Human: Clinically Oriented
Embryology that “human development
begins at fertilization.”

In the book Human Embryology and
Teratology, Ronan O’Rahilly and
Fabiola Miller assert that “Although life
is a continuous process, fertilization ...

is a critical landmark because...a new
genetically distinct human organism is
formed when the chromosomes of the
male and female pronuclei blend in the
oocyte.” In other words, life begins at
conception.

Many other prominent scientists affirm
that life begins at conception. So why
do pro-aborts continue to state that an
unborn child is not, in fact, a child? |
don’t know. But | do know that, as
Christians, we are called to defend the
sanctity of life at all stages. We must
stand up for those who cannot speak
for themselves.

We also must share with others that
new life brings joy! And share with
them that there is a tremendous
amount of help for women and families
who are struggling emotionally,
financially, or otherwise. This is why
Women’s Help Center exists: to
support women and families through
pregnancy and beyond, helping them
learn and grow to be loving families.
Our mission is to empower women to
make the choice for life and continue
to help them once they have made that
choice.

The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) recently
released the following statement on
the importance of voting for life:

“The threat of abortion remains our
preeminent priority because it directly
attacks life itself, because it takes
place within the sanctuary of the
family, and because of the number of
lives destroyed,” said Archbishop
Joseph Naumann, chair of the USCCB
committee on pro-life  activities.
“Abortion is an intrinsic evil, meaning

that it is never permitted or morally
justified, regardless of individual
circumstances or intentions.”

Our own Bishop Estevez recently
affirmed this when he tweeted, “If we
do not hold Life as preeminent and
central to all else, then it's easy to
rationalize that we can compromise all
other things. If a Catholic Christian
cannot form their conscience around
this one issue of Life, they can believe
almost anything.”

According to the Guttmacher Institute,
ten states and Washington, D.C.
currently permit abortions through all
forty weeks of pregnancy: Alaska,
Colorado, lllinois, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
Oregon, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
The state of Florida allows abortion
until twenty four weeks of gestation,
which is past the stage of viability.
Additionally, the number of abortion
clinics that limit their surgical abortions
to the first trimester decreased from 46
percent in 2018 to 31 percent in 2019.
This means that more abortion
clinics are now providing abortions
in the second and third trimester.

The time is now. Let us unite and
make our voices heard so that abortion
becomes not only illegal but also
unthinkable. Our nation’s unborn
children and their mothers are counting
on us. Let us do this for them, and for
our Lord and Savior. May God bless
you and your loved ones.

| can do all things through him who
strengthens me. Psalm 46:1

~Nancy Basham, Executive Director
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Celebrating 30 Years of Life at the 2020 Gala Gifts for Life!

Womens
First Saturday Mass is celebrated in the Chapel of the Unborn at Women’s Help Center on University

. . , Boulevard. Rosary begins at 9:00 AM and Mass follows at 9:30. Everyone is welcome! Hel Center
It was truly a celebration of life as Women’s Help Center welcomed Candace Owens il 0s Of In Memo Of
as keynote speaker for the recent 2020 Gala Fundraiser for Life. Walking out to a o

standing ovation, Candace delivered a powerful pro-life message to a live audience St. Andlrlew thﬁ Apos-tle LMsgr J:"::s:i::n B°b_5:"r_d'ﬁ Board of Directors
of 600 and a virtual audience of many others who were unable to attend in person. Mary El en'Be (healing) Faurz S° z Rellihan - Daniel Siecker Bobby Hayden
Her message focused on how Planned Parenthood, the left, and the media target Fr. D_enls.O Shaughne?sy rank Stoppa John A. Beyerle President
children and minority communities for abortion. Candace called out Planned Maria Milcarsky (healing) Nell Sada Nancy Ballas Jack Gibney
Parenthood for targeting black women for abortion since the Progressive Era. Dawn Guarno Mary Jo Linnen Dawn Russo Vice President
) o _ . o Candace Crosby Lawrence Kornblum Florence Greer Rich Holtz
Black America is the focus of the pro-choice movement,” she said. “In the 1960s Diane Joseph (birthd

. . . ph (birthday) Treasurer
there was a rate of 23 percent of single motherhood in Black America. Today, there Mid .
. ) ) . ge Barnhorst Jim Radloff
is a 77 percent single-motherhood rate in Black America. Planned Parenthood and Secia

the left have attacked the family in every single thing that they do.” .
. | Midge Barnhorst
Candace, who admits to once being pro-choice, credits her grandfather for helping to We Thank Our 2020 Gala for Life SponSO rs! Ramon Castello

formulate her strong beliefs in support of life and . John Clegg
democracy. She shared how her views on life changed Diamond SpOhSOI‘S Mike Federico
. as she grew fo understand the ftruth about the Our Lady Star of the Sea Radloff & Radloff, P.A. John Stafford
development of unborn children and the sanctity of life. Stacy Scaldo
“We learned in school that (an unborn baby) is a clump of cells that magically turns into a . Board Advisor
fetus at three months. That is what science was teaching us. That is what we believed.” Sapphlre SpOhSOI"S Emerald Sponsors Father Ed Murphy
Now in I?er Sith ;no::h ;.)f f:ggnancy, Candace shared her emotions on seeing her baby Barnhorst Eye Associates Assumption Catholic Church Spiritual Director
on an ultrasound for the first time. . .
u ! s Mr. and Mrs. John Clegg Mr. and Mrs. Richard Erickson 'K/'Ir' ('}PblerDt. Raipa
;Whe.n I”wEnt forI rle :jen“—_\livheelt( st(r:]an, I v_vahst tshhocked ttr? see IittIeYhands le;n(?t Itittllle fee: Mr. and Mrs. David Kulik Mr. and Mrs. Roland Garcia edica
ancing,” she exclaimed. “The truth was rig ere on the screen. You couldn't tell me i . . Staff
was a clump of cells. ‘My body, my choice’ could never have been a sentence | could utter Ossi OrthOdontIC_S _ Mr. and Mrs. John Kennedy Nancv Basham
after seeing that.” Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Verebelyi Mr. and Mrs. Tom Masters Execuﬁ‘\’/e DirdE.
Citing celebrities who applaud abortion as a right of female empowerment, Candace Mr. and Mrs' ROb_er_t Mylod Sue MacKinnon
believes that post-abortive women could actually be the voice for life. St. Francis of Assisi Church Director of Client Services
. . - . . o , -~ University Center
The girls screaming ‘my body, my choice’ are hurting. Imagine if we could empower them  Knights of Columbus Assembly Topaz SDOI"\SOI’S Ashli B
to use their voice for life. Let’'s help them understand that they can help others avoid that 2368 Color Corps posted the ¥ ¥ o ; rI/CF ya::s i
same pain,” she said. colors at the Gala Mr. and Mrs. Pierre Allaire Don Biroschik C.P.A., P.A. e ""Eogrdin'aetor =
Candace’s closing message was one of hope. “People are waking up...something is changing. We're fighting a spiritual Kof C S?n Jose Council #1?619 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Chapa Cynthia Matthews-Johnson
battle. It's a battle of good versus evil, of Satan versus God. I'm just saying, if you have to be on one side, God is the K of C Bishop Kenny Council #1951 Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Hayden Office Administrator
right side to be on.” Powers Support Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mathison Westside Center
Basham & Lucas Design Group Mr. Edward McGowan RaChel\'/IDec'eme“te
. _ . _ Powers Family Foundation Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mitalas . Gi'fj;:ea .
2021 Gala for Life with Sister Dierdre Byrnel Tompkins Family Trust Dr. and Mrs. Robert Raspa -
We are delighted to share with you that the keynote speaker for the 2021 Gala Shorstein af‘d_ Kelly, Attys at Law Mr. and Mrs' Thom_as Sullivan Samuel Wells Center
Fundraiser for Life is Sister Deirdre Byrne, POSC! Sister Dede is a member of the Little Corpus Christi Catholic Church Holy Family Catholic Church Mary Lafser
Workers of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, an order founded in Italy that has Mr. and Mrs. Ted McGowan Manager
been in the United States for nearly 70 years. A surgeon and retired U.S. Army D
MeSdicaI Cct))rps colonel, Sister DeDe spoke at the 2020 Republican National Convention Amethyst Sponsors Mission Statement
in September. . . - ) . g i
P Ms. Juanita Beidelman St. Luke Catholic Church TWhgf:f:s 227 Scﬁfr ar';iidg:'ga:;;é
Sharing her dedication to protecting the unborn, she stated, "The largest marginalized i cai i ; . g /
_ . m, : € Friends of the Mission, Inc. DEX Imaging-David Mercer and loving environment for women, by
Qrottlp lndtrleA worlg c.ar.1 btla found in .::e tJ;ute? *['Statﬁ. 'tl)'hey arcta the untt.>orr1. She Christ the King Catholic Church Friends of the Missions, Inc. promoting the best interest of children
- continued, “As a physician | can say without hesitation: life begins at conception. . . .. li
“I'm not just pro-life pro—eternal i ; ; ’ ’ ; i HOIy Spmt Catholic Church Kof C HOly Tnnlty Ass. #2368 :‘:Z;h f;r:’ns‘::igeu,;sj/?r)dazgg a;r)rgt{f:nz
fe." St Debe Byrme \2/\;e |2%<;k1 forward to welcoming Sister DeDe to the 2021 Gala for Life on Thursday, May Mr. and Mrs. Louis Caron Mr. and Mrs. Allan Gieselman endowed to each individual by God.

K of C Council #14295 Mr. and Mrs. John Pano



